MINUTES OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 13 MAR 08

DRAFT


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Thursday 13 March 2008 at 9.30 pm in the Charlton Recreation Centre
Present:  Cllrs Wilkins (Chairman), Burne, Mrs Pollard, Miss Walker; M Bromley Gardner (Clerk).  No members of the public.
1.
Apologies.  Cllrs Brothwood, Dickens, Mrs Cripps, Neel, WCC Cllr Soden, NWDC Cllrs Sturgis and Vines.


2.
Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None.  
3.
Declarations of Interest.  None.

4.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 17 Jan 08, having been circulated in advance, were approved and signed.  

5.
Request for Parish Council Support for a Footpath at the Eastern End of the Village.  The Clerk had produced in advance a briefing note and a follow-up note covering the typical cost of a footpath.  After consideration, the PC decided that it was not persuaded that its support would be justified given the likely cost.  The PC was already planning an in-depth look at the traffic problem in Charlton at the July meeting and considered that the case outlined by the owner of 42 Perry Green would be a factor in that debate.  The Clerk was to write to the owner of 42 Perry Green.     Action:  Clerk
6.
Insurance – Consider Clerk’s Briefing note and Decide.  The Clerk had circulated a briefing note in advance.  The PC decided that it would increase its insurance to include cover against Officials’ Indemnity and against Libel and Slander; and that it would change to the WALC-sponsored policy (with Zurich); and that the property cover would remain All Risks, and not reduce to Impact Only. 

        Action:  Clerk
7.
Co-option Procedure.  The Chairman had announced the vacancy at the APM and that the PC was in the first instance looking for volunteers to put their own names forward, working to a 3-week target date.  Discussion now was about the co-option procedure.  It was agreed not to interview candidates, but that the PC would consider any nominations and decide on their suitability.  Councillors were at liberty to encourage people to put their names forward but must guard against allowing any impression that their vote might be pre-judged.  The Clerk would put a notice into the Parish Newsletter and onto the noticeboards. 





        Action:  Clerk
8.
Payments.  The following payments were authorized:  
· Cheque number 000289, £37.55 to Allianz Insurance.
· 000290, £750 to the PCC for churchyard maintenance
· 000291, £26.44 to WALC for the Clerk’s course (shared with Hankereton).
9.
Planning.  There were no new applications to be considered at the meeting.  The Clerk said that he had written to NWDC concerning the Stonehill Farm Barns application, covering comments made by Cllrs during the circulation of the papers.  The Cocksroost application had received permission since the last meeting. 
10.
Councillors’ Observations and Items for the Next Meeting.  
· There had been a complaint about visibility around the corner for someone trying to cross the road being reduced by the growth of ivy on the wall opposite the bus shelter.  The Chairman said he would speak to the householder.  

 Action:  Chairman
· A date was needed for the WOMAD public meeting, later than 1 April.  The Clerk was to investigate a date.

 



        Action:  Clerk
Afternote:  the WOMAD public meeting will be on Thu 10 Apr (at 7pm).
18.
Next Meetings.  The next meetings were:


May – 15th (Annual Parish Council Meeting)

July – 17th

October – 16th
The meeting closed at 10.28pm.
Chairman
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